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»AN EPISTLE OF THE TWELVE, 
To the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, in tis various Branches 
and Cgnferences in Europe, Greeting: 
BetoveD Breturen, We feel it our 
privilege, and a duty we owe to the great 
and glorious cause in.which we have en- 
listed, to communicate to you, at this time 
some principles, which, if carried into ef- 
fect, witl greatly facilitate the gathering 
of the Saints, and tend to ameliorate the 
condition of those who are strugliog 
with poverty, and distress, in this day 
when the usual meansof support seem to 
be cut short, to the laboring ‘classes, 
through the depression that every where 
prevails in the general business mart of 
iho civilized world, 
Our situation is such in these last days; 
our salvation, spiritually, is so connected 
rith our salvation, temporally, that if one 
fail, the other necessarily must be seri- 
ously affected, if not wholly destroyed. 
God has made ws social beings: he has 
eadowed us with capacities for enjoying 
each others society and st is our duty to 
bring those powers and privileges into 
exercise, so far ag we can obtain, and for 
this, it is our-duty to strive by all lawful 
and expedient measures within our reach. 
While we remain io this state of exis- 
tence, we need food and raiment; habita- 
uons and society; and. without these, our 
enjoyments must be greatly limited, and 
he real O@ject of our existence diminish- 
ed, if not wholly destroyed. Though the 
niots should possess ali the common gifts 
of the spirit of God, and yet remain 
destitute of those comforts so much need- 
«i for the sustenance of their bodies, 
hey would be comparatively, miserable; 
but whem they arrive at that state of per- 
fection, and are clothed upon with the 
more special gifts. and power of-increas- 
log the widow’s oil and meal, or of receiv- 
ag their food from the Ravens like Eli- 
th, they will not need to bestow so much 
jention every trifle of the passing 
homent, as they now-do; and .uati\ that 
eriod arrives, they. will recollect that to 
be in the exercise of the fulness of spir: 
‘ual blessings, they must. be watchful 


od careful to provide things honest in. 


ne sight of all nien, for the. sustenance 
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and comfort.of these frail perishable bod- 
ies. oF 
That we may be instruments in the 
hands of God of thus promoting your,pree- .. 
ent and future, temperal and .spiritual — 
welfare, we write you at the present time. . 
Many of you are desirous of, emigrating: , 
to this country; and many have not the 
means te.accomplish their wishas, and if ° 
we can assist you by our prayers and | 
our councils to accomplish the desires of | 
your hearts in this thing, so far we will , 
rejoice and be satisfied... “You not only | 
want to emigrate to this section of the 
earth, but you desire also to have some — 
laudable means of comfortable subsist- 
ance after you arrive here, and this also | 
is important. How then shall these things 
be accomplished, and your souls be satis- 
fied? We answer, by united understand- 
ing, and concert of action. You all, or 
most of you, have trades or different kinds 
of business to which you have long been 
familiarized, and in which you would. 
like to continue for the purpose of procu- 
ring a subsistance; and a great proportion 
of your occupation is such, that- no em- 
ployment can be had in this city, or vi- 
cinity; for instance, there are no cotten 
manufacturics established bere, and ma- 
ny, of you know no other business. You * 
want to come here,and, when here, want 
to continue your labors in your accuetom- 
ed branches of business; but you have no 
means to get here, and when here there are 
no factories; and yet factories are needed. 
here, and there would be ready market 
for all the fabrics which could be manu. © 
facturec. 

* Now comes the concert of action; if the | 
church will arise unitedly; if the brethren . 
will individually feel that the great work 
of the Lord is depending on theméelves 
as instruments, toassist in carrying it for- 
ward; and will unite all their meane, faith . 
and energy, in one grand mass, all that - 
you desire can speédily be. accomplished. 
A short time only will elapse before you _ 
yourselves will be astonished at the re. 
sult, and you will.feel that, your desires 
are more than realized. While the saints 
are united, no power on the earth; og un~ 
der the earth can prevail against thens; 
but while each one acts for himself, ma, 
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ny; very many, are in danger of being 


overthrown. 

God has promised all things, to those 
who love him and keep his command- 
ments; then why be afraid that one oe 
get a little more than anothet, or tha 
one should gain, fora little moment, what 
another mi lose; wher Jesus has prom- 
ised that the faithful shall be one with 
him, as he is one with en and 
shall possess all things in the due time 
of the Lord; not by stealth, not by force, 
not by the sword, but by the gift of the 
Father, through faithfulness to his com- 
mands; and the more they shall suffer, 
while they work righteousness on the 
earth, the greater will be their reward, 
the more glorious their kingdom, the 
more extended their power, when they 
shall arrive in celestial paradise. 

Knowing and feeling these things as 
we do, and having respect unto the ruc- 
ompence of reward to be revealed here- 
after, regardless of all necessary priva- 
tion and labor tu accomplish what our 
mastor has given us to do; and desiring 
not to possess the kingdom alone, but 
that all the honest in heart should be uni- 
ted with us in the great and glorious work 
of building up Zion and her stakes, we 
call upon you, dear brethren, to unite 
with us, all with one accord, to do, what? 
To do the very things you desire should 
be done; to convey you to the place where 
we are, and then put you in possession 
Sf all the means you may need for your 
support; so that you may enjoy the ful- 
ness of the blessings belonging to the 
sons and daughters of Zion's King. 


Hed we means, we would not ask your 


_ aid: we would gladly send the ships of 


Tarshish to bear you across the great 
waicrs; we would bring you to our homes, 
to our fire sides; we woulg provide you 
habitations, lands and food, when you 4r- 
rive among us: our hearts are large 
enough to do all this, and@ great deal 
more. But we have not the means; we 
have to labor for our own subsistence, as 
well as attend to those things which are 
laid upon us of the Lord, and which con- 
cern the whole church as much as our- 
selves. It is not the will of heaven that 
any one should be put in possession of all 
things, without striving for them. Where 
much is given, much i9 required; and he 
who has but one talent must be as dili- 
gent in the use thereof, as he that has ten, 
er he will lose his talent and his bles- 


sing; and it becometh him who hath bur 
one, five, or ten, to appropriate it in the 
most economical manner possible, or he 
will not have enough to bring him hither: 
and that he who hath but five pounds may 
have enough and to spare to him who hath 
but one, or in other words, to HELP the 
brethren to accomplish with a little, what 

therwise would requiro'much mage than 
they can command, is the object of this 
Epistle. 

Had we the means, wo would send ves- 
sels of ovr own, ladea with flour, meat, 
fruits, and all sea stores necessary for the 
comfort of the brethren on the water, so 
that they would have nothing more to do 
than go on shipboard and fand at New 
Orleans; from thence we would take them 
on our Steamers, and bring them to this 
place, for this is the best place for the 
saints to stop at, forthe present. There 
may be other places wheie individuals 
might have the prospect of adding at once 
more rapidly to their pecuniary interest, 
than they could here; but we can only 
say it is the will of the Lord that the saints 
build Nauvoo, and settle therein dr in 
the vicinity; and we know assuredly, that 
those who give heed to every word’ that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord, 
will be richer, eventually, and not far dis- 
tant, than those who may seem to pros- 
per more by following their own inclina- 
tions. 

Brethren we wish not to control you 
or your means, it is not for our pence or 
interest; nay, rather, it is a source of |a- 
bor, trouble and anxiety to have ought to 
do with the pecuniary business of the 
church, which we would gladly avoid, 
could we do it, aad du our duty; could we 
do it andthe things desired be accomplish- 
ed, and we stand guiltless where God hath 
placed us; and for this reason we desire 
to make such arrangements as will most 
teod to leave the business in your own 
hands, or inthe hands of those whom 
you shall select; men of your own ac- 
quaintance in whom you can repose 
confidence that they will execute their 
trust in righteousvess: and that our plans 
may be understood by you, and carried 
into execution, we have sent unfd you our 
beloved brother, Elder John Snider, the 
bearer of this Epistle, and other Epistles 
also previously written by us to you; and 
we beseech you, brethren, to receive him 
as a servant of the Most High, authori- 
zed according to the order of the kingdom 
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if you will act in concert with our well 
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of heaven, and assist him by all lawful, England, and charter ships, and forward 
means in your.power to execute the mis-fthe same to England, or such places as 
sion entrusted ‘to him; for great events|/emigration may require, and bring back 
depend on his success; but to none will|/in return a ship load of emigrants, at a 
they be greater than to yourselves. |icheaper rate, than they can now emi 
ur aathority for thus sending brother] grate; while at the game time, those, who 
Snider to you, is found in the Book ofthe || remain, can continue to collect and for- 
Law of the Lord, page 36, as follows;/ ward merchandize as before, which will 
“Nauvoo December 22nd 1841.” ‘*The/|/give us the means of continuing our pur- 
wordaf the Lordcame unto Joseph the|ichases here, of keeping ships passing 
Seer, verily thus saith the Lord, Let my/|/and repassing, and of building manufac- 
servant John Snider take a inission to the | turing establishments, ready for the breth- 
Eastern Continent, unto all the confer-/|ren when they arrive in our midst. 
ences now sitting in that region;and lethim|/ While the great depression of the moa- 
carry a package of Epistles that shall be|/eyed institutions continues as it now is, 
written by my servants, the Twelve, ma-||the people are compelled to resort to all 
king known unto them their duties concer-|laudable measureg to effect those exchan- 
ning the building of my houses, which I} ges of property which are necessary to 
have appointed unto you saith the Lord, |/accomplish their desi in removing 
that they may bring their Gold, and their|/from one place to another, and from one 
Silver, and their precious Stones, and the || kingdom to another; and by a faithtul ex- 
Box Tree, and the Fir Tree, and all fine}/ecution of the plans —— above, 
wood to beautify the place of my sanctuary much, very much, may effected in em- 
saith the Lord; and let him return speedi-|jigration without the aid of cash, or with 
ly with all means which shall be put into||very little, at the most; and s may 
his hands, even so, Amen.” be obtained to advantage for houses and 
[In this Revelation, the brethren will|/lands which the brethren may have io 
discover Yheir duty,in relation to the build- | dispose of, and in payment of debts due 
ing of the ‘Temple of the Lord in Nauvoo, ||them: when it would be impossible for 
and the Nauvoo House: and we call up-||them to sell for cash at any price; or get 
on them with united cry to give heed un-||their pay for debts due them even at a 
to the things written and help to build the great discount; and thus thousands and 
houses which God hath commanded, so|jtens of thousancs may be made to rejoice 
that Brother Snider may speedily return||in this land of plenty. while, were it not 
with means to strengthen the hands of|for a concert of action, they might re- 
the laborers, and adorn and beautify the || main where they are for years, or never - 
Tabernacle of Jehovah. . have the opportunity of appearing amon 
Brethren while you.are thus preparing ||4S, On this side the great waters, unti 


tosend up your offerings to this place, |jthe morning of the first Resurrection. 
But brethren we want to see you here! 


we long to see ali here who want to be 
here and none others, for we desire the 
increase of those who love God and work 
righteousness, that Zion's cords may be 
lengthened, und her stakes strengthened; 
though the country is free to all who will 
abide her laws, and we have no disposi- 
tion to cast out any from our midst who 
will submit thereto. For many particu- 
lars in relation to the times and course of 
emigration, and many other important 
items connected with the general and par- 
ticular interests of the church, we would 
refer you to-our former Epistles: and to 
entér into a particular and minute detait 
of all items referred to ‘in this Epis*le, 
would be impossible. Brother Snider 
will enter into the subject more mibutely, 
and with the assistance of the Presideacy 


beloved Brother, Elder Parley P. Pratt, 
and the regularly constituted authorities 
of the church in land; and collect as 
great an amount of Cotton, Linen, and 
woollen Goods; Silks, Cutlery, Hardware, 
&c. &c. &c., even all the varieties of 
Goods which might be useful in this 
country, and which can be obtained by 
the brethren in this time of moneyed scar- 
city, and forward the same to us, by 
Brother Snider, or your own agent in 
company with him, or otherwise, and at 
other times, we will pay you for those 
Goods‘in lands, in or out of the city; in 
houses, cattle, and such kind of property 
as you may need; and with those goods we 
will purchase lands ee flour, meat and 
all things necessary for a sea voyage, 
which pA be had cheaper here than in 
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among you, will unfold the subject so 
that po one need misunderstand, _ 

The brethren need not suppose that 
this thing is of our own imagination, sim- 
ply; or that the result threot, if fully car- 
ried into execution, will be of doubtful 
character. We have been guided by the 
spirit of the Lord in our deliberations 
concerning the matter; and have been in- 
structed by the Prophetof the Most High, 
even Joseph, the Seer and Revelator lor 
the church, whose instructions to us, are 
as the voice of the Lord, and whose ad- 
monitions we ever regard as true and 
faithful, and worthy the confidence of all 
who profess the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We have been with hf in prosperity 
and adversity, in sickness and health, in 
public and private, in all situations where 
men may reasonably associate with each 
other, and know that his words are true, 
his teachings sacred, his character. unsul- 
lied among men of truth; and that he is 
what the church acknowledge him to be, 
a man of God, and the spokesman of the 
Most High unto his people: and we bear 
this testimony unto the world, calling on 
all the honest in heart to uphold him by 
their faith and prayers, that he may live 
long, enjoy much, and accomplish great 
things for the kingdom which he has been 
the honoured instrument of establishing 
on the earth in these last days, even that 
he may lead a great multitude into the 
celestial kingdom. 

That the saints may enjoy the teach- 
ings of the Prophet; those teachings which 
can be had only at this place so that they 
may go on from knowledge to knowledge 
even to perfection, they want to come up; 
hither: and that the plans before sugges- 
ted may be facilitated, let some individu- 
els of capital come immediately and build 
Factories; 
means, understand the business, and are 
capable of superintending the concerns 


thereof. There is every natural advan- 


tage at this place for facilitating such an 
order of things; water, wood and coal in 
abundance; and tt only wants the hand 


of the laborer to bring them forth in form} 


suited to their several uses, and while the 


gold and the silver is secreted ‘by the} 
hands of unprincjpled speculators, let.us 


go forward and accomplish without gold 
or silver, that which might be. more easi-. 
ly and expeuitiously done with. | 

Let the brethren ever remember the 
admopiticns we have so often given, that 


individuals who have thei. 


is not to be built up without: labor, 
fatigue aod trial of the faith of many; 
that when John saw the great company 
on Mount Zion, he saw t ‘aha len 
come up through great tribulation; he al- 
so saw those who had endured great trib- 
ulation after they had arrived, and before 
the kingdom was completed. The saints 
of this day are of tie number Joha saw, 
and those, and those only who are willing 
to endure tribulation, as good soldiers, 
without murmuring, will eveutually find 
their names enrolled in the Lamb’s book 
of life, and obtain an inheritance in the 
Holy city. Toall those, who are desi- 
rous of sharing in the poverty and suffer- 
ings incident to new countries, and the 
children of the kingdom, we would say, 
come up hither, and help usto bear the bur- 
den and you shall share in the riches 
glory and honors of the kingdom. And 
those who, are not willing to suffer affiic- 
tions, losses, crosses and disappointments 
with the people of God, may as well stay 
ay and be destroyed, as to come here 
nd perish; for perish they must who can 
not abide a celestial Law, and endure te 
the end in all meekness, patience and 
faithfulness. 


Inasmuch as Elder Levi. Richards has 


yinked for council, we would recommend 
h 


im to return to Nauvoo, &s soon as cir- 
cumstances shall render it convenient. 
Praying that you may be blessed with 
wisdom, intelligence, and perseverance in 
every good word and work, so that you 
may accomplish your desires, aod help to 


roll oa the great work in which you ‘have 


enlisted, we subscribe ourselves your 
brethren and fellow-laborers in the king- 
dom of patience, Amen. ota 


YOUNG, Pres’. 
HEBER C. KIMBALL, 
WILLIAM SMITH, 
ORSON PRATT, 
_JOHN E. PAGE, 
LYMAN WIGHT, 
WILFORD WOODRUFF, 
JOHN TAYLOR, 
GEORGE A. SMITH. 
W. RICHARDS, Clerk. 
City of Nauvoo, Hancock county Illinois, 


— 


- March 20, 1842. 
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From the Millennial Star. 


INTERESTING NEWS FROM AL-/ 


BXANDRIA AND JERUSALEM. 


‘Alexandria, Nov. 22, 1€41. 
Dean Broruse Pratt, 


tended upon him as welt as our ciredii- 


[stances would allow; and ‘when we land- 
jed at Bulack, I got four then to take him 
the Amepicdit cofisul’s, io Cairo, on a 
| litter; I also: took all his baggage there, 
jand assisted in puttin 
|—employeda 


a bed 
A 


few minutes now offer for }and Englis doctor. After the phy- 
me to write, arid 1 improve them in wri-||sicign had examined him, he told me that 


to you. 


jhe was very low with a typus fever, and 


“hoe only time to say that I have seen | that it would be doubtful whether he re- 


Jerusalem precisely according to the vis- 
ion whichI had. I saw no one with me 


was appointed to accqmpany me there, 
yet I found myself there alone. __ 
The Lord knows that I have had a hard 
time, and suffered much, but I have great 
_ reason to thank him that I enjoy good 
health at. present, and have a prospect 


covered. Under these circumstances | 
left him to obtain a passage to this place. 


in the vision;“and although Elder Page After I had gone on board a boat, and 


was just about pushing off, a letter came 


|from the doctor, stating that poor Mr. 


Gager died in about 'two hours after I 
left him. He told me before we arrived 
at Cairo that he was 27 years of age, and 
his friends lived in Norwich, Connecti- 


before me of soon going to a civilized jcut, near New London, think. There 
country, where I shall see no more tur- |}4ré Many particulars concerning his death 


bans or camels. The heat is most op- 


pressive, and has been all through Syr- 


how mapy' snails I have eaten; but if I 
had had plenty of them, I should have 
done very well. All this is contained in 
a former letter to you written from Java. 

I have been at Cairo, on the Nile, de- 
cause | could notgget a passage direct.— 
Syria ie in a dreadful state—a war of ex- 
termination is going on between the Dru- 
sea and Catholics. At the time | was at 
Beyrcote a battle was fought inthe moun- 
tains of Lebanon, near that place, and 
about 800 killed. Robberies, thefts, and 
murders are daily being committed. It 
is no uncommon thing to find 


[ have not time to tell you how many || good while before day, 


days E have been at sea, without food, or} 


which would be interesting to his triends, 


but I have no time to write them now. 


On Sunday oe October 24, a 
arose from sleep, 
and went out of the city as soon. as the 
tes were opened, crossed the brook fey 
ron, and went upon the Mount of Olives, 
and there, in solemn silence, with pen, 
ink, and paper, just as | saw in the vis- 
ion, offered up the following prayer to 
him who lives for ever and ever:— 
‘‘O Thou! who art from everlasting to 
everlasting, eternally and unchangeably 
the same, even the God who rules in the 


|heavens above, and controlls the desti- 


nies of men on the earth, wilt Thou not 
condescend, through thine infinite good: 
ness and royal favour, to listen to the 


rsons|| prayer of thy servant which he this day 


in the street without heads. An English | offers up unto thee in the name of thy 
officer, in going from St. Jean d’Acce td |holy child Jesus, upon this land where 
Beyroote, found ten persons murdered in|{the Sun of Righteousness sat in blood, 
the street, and was himself taken prison- | and thine Anointed One expired. 
er, but was rescued hy the timely inter) “Be pleased, O Lord to forgive all the 
ferance of the Pacha. The particulars| follies, weaknesses, vanities, and sins of 
of all these things are contained ina for-||thy servant, and strengthen him to resist 
mer letter. | all fature temptations. Give him pru- 
An American traveller, by the name | dence and discernment that he may avoid 
of Gayer, who was a licensed minister of || the evil, and u heart to choose the goods 
the Congregational or Presbyterian|/give him fortitude to bear up under try- 
Church, left Jerusalem in company with ||ing and adverse circumstances, and grace 
me. He was very unwell with the jaun- jito endure all things for thy name’s sake, 
dice when we left, and at Damietta we | until the. end shall come, when all the 
had to perform six days’ quarantine be-|isaints shall resiin peace. 
for we nseended the Nile. On our pas-|| _‘‘Now, O Lord! thy servant has been 
sags up he was taken very ill with a fe-|jobedient to the heavenly vision which 
ver, apd became helpless. I waited and/thou gavest him in his native land; and 
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under the shadow of thine outstretched 
arm, he has safely arrived in this place 


to dedicate and consecrate this land unto 
Thee, for the gathering together of Ju- 
dah’s scattered remnants, according to 
the pone of the holy prophets—for 
the 


uilding up of Jerusalem again after 
it has been trodden down by the Gentiles 
so long, and for rearing a temple in‘hen- 
our of thy name. Everlastin 


heavea and earth, that thou hast preserv- 
ed thy servant from the dangers of the 
seas, and from the plague and pestilence 


which have caused the land to mourn.— 


The violence of man has also been re- 
straihed, and thy providential care by 
night and by day has been exercised 
over thine unworthy setvant. Accept. 
therefore, O Lord, the tribute of a great- 
ful heart for all past: favours, and be 
pleased to continue thy kindness and mer- 
cy towards a needy worm of the dust. 
‘QO thou, who didst covenant with 
Abraham, thy friend, and who didst re- 
new that covenant with Isaac, and con- 
firm the same with Jacob with an oath, 
that thou wouldst not only give them this 
land for an everlasting inheritance, but 
that thou wouldst also remember their 
seed for ever. Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, have long since closed their eyes in 
death, and made the grave their. mansion. 
Their children are scattered and dispers- 
ed abroad among the nations of the Gen- 
tiles like sheep that have no shepherd, 
and are still looking forward for the ful- 


filment of those promises which thou didst 


make concerning them; and even this 
land, which once’ poured forth nature’s 
richest bounty, and flowed, as it were, 
with milk and-honey, has, to a certain 
extent, beer smitten with barrenness and 
sterility since it drank from murderods 
hands the blood of him who never sinned. 

“Grant, therefore, O Lord, in the 
name of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to remove the harrenness and 


sterility of this land, and let springs of 


living water break forth to water its 
thirsty soil. Let the vine and the olive 
produce in their strength, and the fig tree 
bloom and flourish. t the land become 
abundantly fruitful when 
its rightful heirs; let it again flow with 
plenty to feed the returning prodigals 
whocome home witha spirit of grace 
and supplication; upon it let the clouds 
distil virtue and richness, and jet the 


thanks 
be ascribed unto thee, O Father! Lord of 


fields smile with plenty. Let the, flock 
and the herds greatly increase and. mul. 
tiply upon the mountains and the ‘hills; 
and let thys great kindness conquer and 
subdue the unbelief of the people. Do 
thou take from them their stony heart, 
and give them a heart of flesh; and may 
the Sun of thy favour dispel the cold 
mists of darkness. which have béclouded 
their atmosphere. Incline them to gath- 
erin upon this land according to thy wurd. 
Let them come like elouds and like doves 
to their windows. Let the large ships of 
the nations bring them from the distant 
isles; and let kiags become their nursing 
fathers, and queens with motherly fond- 
ness wipe the tear of sorrow from their 
eye. 

‘Thou, O Lord, did once move upon the: 
heart of Cyrus to shew favopr unto Jerv- 
salem and her children. thou now 
also be pleased to inspire the hearts ‘of 
kings and the powers of the earth to look 
with a friendly eye towards this place, 
and with a desire to see thy righteous: 
purposes executed in relation thereto.— 
Let them know that it is thy good pleasura 
to restore the kingdom unto levaekanintin 
up Jerusalem as its capital, and consti- 
tute her people a distinct nation and gov- 
ernment, with David thy servant, even a 
descendant from the loins of ancient Da- 
vid, tobetheir king. @ 

“Let that nation or that people who 
shall take an active part in behalf of 
Abraham's children, and in the raising 
up of Jcrusalem, find favour in thy sight. 
Let not their enemies prevail against them, 
nejther let pestilence or famine overcome 
thern, but let the glory of Israel overshad- 
ow them, and the power of the highest 
protect them; while that nation or king- 
dom that will not serve thee in this glon- 
ous work must perish, according to thy 
word—*‘Yea, those nations shall be ut- 
terly wasted.’ 

“Though thy servant is now far from 
his home, and the land bedewed with his 


earliest tear, yet he remembers, O Lord, 


his friends who are there, and family, 
whom for thy sake he has left. Though 
poverty and privation be our earthly lot, 
yetah! do Thou richly endow us with an 


by inheritance where moth and rust'do not 


corrupt, and where thieves do not’ break 
through and steal. 
‘The hands that have fed, clothed, or 
shown favour unto the familyvof thy ser- 
vant i@ his absence, or that-sbal) bereafr 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ter do 80, let them not lose their reward, 


but let a special blessing rest upon them, 


aod in thy kingdom let have an in- 
heritance when thou shall come to be glo- 
rified inthis society, 

‘Do thou also look with favour upon all 
those through whose liberality | have been 
enabled to’ come to this land; and in the 


day when thou shalt reward all people 


according to their works, let these a 
not be past by or forgotten, but in time 
let them be in readiness to enjoy the glo- 


‘ ry of those mansions which Jesus has 


ne to prepare. Particularly do thou 
bless the in Phiiadelphia, whom 
I never saw, but who sent me gold, with 
a request that | should pray for him io 
Jerusalem. Now, O Lord, let blessings 
come upon him from an unexpected quar- 
ter, and let his basket be filled, and his 
storehouse abound. with plenty, and let 
not the good things ofthe earth be his on- 
ly portion, but let him be found among 
those to whom it shall be said, “Thou hast 


been faithful over a few things, and ] 
will make. thee ruler over many.’ 


‘O my father in héaven! 1 now ask 


thee in the name of Jesus to remember}; 
‘Zion, with all her stakes, and wich all her 


assemblies. She has been grieviously af- 
flicted and smitten; she has mourned; she 
has wept; her enemies have triumphed, 
and have said—‘Ah, where is thy God?’ 


Her priests and prophets have groaned in 


chains aad fetters within the gloomy walls 
of prisons, while maby were slain, and 
now sleep in the arms of death. How 
long, O Lord, shall iniquity triumph, and 
sin go unpunished? 

‘Do Thou arise in the majesty of thy 
strength, and make bare thine arm in be- 
halfof thy people. Redress their wrengs, 
and turn their sorrow into joy. Pour the 
spirit of light and knowledge, grace and 
wisdom, into the hearts of her prophets, 

d clothe her priests with salvation.— 

t light and Vaoutilige march forth 
through the empire of darkness, , and 


‘may the honest in heart flow to their 


standard, and join inthe march to go 
forth to meet the Bridegroom. . 

‘Let a peculiar blessing rest upon the 
presidency of thy Church, for at them are 
the arrows of the enemy directed. Be 
thou to them a sun and a shield, their 
strong tower and hiding place;,and in the 
time of distress or danger be thou near 
to deliver. 
Twelve, do thou be pleased to stand by, 


Also the quorum of the| 


for thou knowest the obstacles which we 
have to encounter, the temptations «to 
which we are exposed, and the privations 
which we must suffer. | Give us, there- 
ore, strength feadrding to our day, and 
help us to bear a faith fea of Je- 
sus and his gospel, and to’ finish with fi- 
delity and honour the work which thou 
hast given us to do, and then give uea 
place in thy glorious kingdom.» And let 
this blessing rest upon every faithful off- 
cer and member inthy Church. Andail, 
the glory and honour will we ascribe un- 
to God and the Lamb for ever and ever. 
| AMEN.” 


On the top of Mount Olives I erected a 
pile of stones as a witness according to 
the ancient custom. On what was an- 
ciently called Mount Zion, where the 
Temple stood, [ erected another, and us- 
ed the rod according to the prediction up- 
on my head. 

I have found many Jews who listened 
with intense interest. The idea of the 
Jews a restored to Palestine is gain- 
ing ground in Europe almost every day. 
erusalem is strongly fortified with many 
caunon upon its walls. The wall is ten 
feet thick on the sides that would be most 
exposed, and four or five feet where the 
descent from the wall is almost perpendie- 
ular. The number of inhabitants within 
the walls is about twenty thousand.— 
About seven thousand of this number are 
Jews, the balance being mostly Turks 
and Armenians. Many of the Jews who 
are old go this-place to die, and many 
are coming from Europe into this East- 
ern world. The great wheel is unques- 
tionably in motion, and the word of the 
Almighty has declared that it shall roll. 

I have not time to write particulars 
now, but suffice it to say that my mission 
has been quite as prosperous as | could 
expect. 

I am now about to go on board a fine 
ship for Triste, and from thence | intend 
to proceed to Regensburgh, and there pub- 
lish our faith in the German language. — 
There are those who are ready and wil- 
ing to assist me. 

send you this letter by Capt. Withers, 
an English gentleman; who goes direct 
to England on board’ the Oriental steam- 
er. has come with me from Jerusa- 
lem. If [ had money sufficient I should 


be almogt tempted tq take passage on 


Ly, tell me. 


$ 
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Board of her to England, but this I can- 

not do. 

_ On receipt of this, I wish you to write 

to me immediately, and direct to R : 

“burgh, on the Datube, Beyern, 
ria. Jf you know any thing of my fami- 


My best respects to yourself and fami- 


| ly, to brothers Adams and Snow, and to 


all the saints in England. | 

_ May grace, mercy, and peace, from 

God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 

‘Christ, ‘rest upon you all’ from ‘this time, 
henceforth, and forever. AMEN, 

Your brother in Christ, 

ORSON HYDE. 

P. 8.—Mr. Gager died on the 15th in- 


| stant, at four o’clock in the afternoon. 


_. Front the same, | 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
ELDER HYDE. 

Another letter has just come to hand 
from Elder Hyde, dated Jaffa, Oct. He 
was then on his way to Jerusalem, the 


date being much earlier than the one in- 


serted in another page. We have only 


_Tpom for the following extract, which we 


publish as among the most extraordinary 
+igas of the times. “On my passage from 
Bey roote to this place (Jaffa) night before 
Jast, at one o’clock, as I was meditating 


on the deck of the vessel as she was beat- |} 


ing down against a suitry wind, a very 
bright glittering sword appeared in the 


heavens, about six feet in length, witha) 


beautiful hilt, as plain and complete as 
any cut you eversaw. And what is 
still. more remarkable, an arm witha per- 
fect hand stretched itself out, and took 
hold on the hilt of the sword. The ap- 
pearance really made my hai? rise, and 
the flesh, as it were, crawl on my bones. 
The Arabs made a wonderful outcry at 
‘the ‘sight. Oh, Allah! Allah!* 


‘was their exclamation all over the vessel. |} - 


1 mention this because you know there is 
« commandment of God for me, which 


sys, “Unto you itshall be given to know} 


the signs Of the times, and the sign of the 
eoming of the Son of Man.” 
Yours in Christ, 
ORSON HYDE. 
*O Lord, Lord, Lora. 


PETITION, . 
From a number of Inhabitants of the city of 
Pittsburgh. 


— Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; and 


the Quorum of the Twelve, 
We, the undersigned citizens of Pitts. 
burgh, have heard the gospel preached by 
‘Eider John E. Page, aad We know that 
he is doing great in this city, espe. 
‘cially to the honest in heart, and all men 
whose minds are not biased by the vayi- 
ous bigoted and superstitious doctrines of 
the day, who make confusion the word of 
God, and consequéntly the spreading of 
infidelity. 

We are pained to learn that he is about 
to leave us no more to return, unless you 
in think proper. We, the 
undersigned, not members of the church, 
but seekers of truth, know that Elder Page 
has ingratiated himself highly into the es- 
timation of all good men for his urbanity 
of manners, his wisdom and understand. 
ing, and above all for the simplification of 
the scriptures, so that we cun know them 
by our sénses and. appreciate their mean- 
ings. We, thetefdre, do hope and pray 
(if it is hot incompatible with the interests 
of ‘your church) that he may be permit 
ted to return unto as and reap the fruit 
of the good seed he has sown. 
| “RICHARD SAVARY, 

ROBERT 'L. CASWELL, 

J. W. SMITH, 

JAMES ‘SPRATLEY, 

MATHEW SMITH, 

JOHN ‘PRINCE, . 

. DENNIS: SAVARY, 
BENS CHAPMAN, 

JOSEPH DUDLEY, 

L. ALLBEYA, | 
THOMAS CRAWFORD, 
_ARTHN MOON, 

GEORGE AVERY, - 

WM. CAMPION, 

THOMAS J.- LANYON, 
JOHN MACDONALD, 

JOHN SMITH, - 


‘ 


DA VED POTTS; 

SEICWIRT. 
. THORNELL CRADDOCK, 


JAMES’SMITH, 
JOSEPH. HARPER. 
OF We are pleased to see so liberal a epirit 
ittsburg, #0 im to the p 
of that the banners 
of the gospel of peace that bave been unfurled 
may continue to float triumpHant over the er- 
rors of scctarianiem and infidelity, uzitil all the 
honest in heart shall be géthered out. 


‘Yo the First Presidency of the Church ina fom 
quest.—Zp. 


te. 
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: Reeent oveurrences that have transpired amongst 
TIMES AND SRA us render it an: ianpetative duty devalvitig upon 
CITY OF NAUVOO. fi which mén are actuated. It is evideat ftom the 
— 

alone could impart to detect pirits, 
LADIES! RELIEF SOCIETY... and prove What spirits were of God. The 
A society bas lately been forined by the iadies!| world in general have been 
‘af Nauvoo for the relief of the. phor, thé desti-||regerd to this one thing, and why sBould they 
tale, the widow and the orphen; and,for the ex- otherwise, ‘Fur no man knows the things ot 


| but by the spirit of God.” The'E s 
ercise of all benevolent purposes: The society || were not shows iscover the difference Aclwien 
ie known by the name of the ‘Ladies’ Relie Moses and ot the mazi- 
Bociety of the City of Nayvoo;” and was.organ- || they came to be tested together: 

pw ree and if Moses had not appeared in their midst 
ised on Thureday the 24th of March A. D. 1842. |they would andileitlensbly have thoaght that 
The society is duly organized with @ Presi-}the miracles of the magicians wete pei formed 
dentess or Chairwoman, and two Coancillors, | mighty of God; for 
chosen by herself; a Treasurer and Secretary. | 
Emma Smith takes the Presidential cheir pore’ 

’ 

Mrs. ‘Elizabeth Ann Whitney, and Mrs, Sarah|} The witch of Bndor’ is no less singular's per- 
M. Cleveland are her Councillors; Miss clothed with a powerfiil agency, she 
Cole is T cur. well and raised the prophet Samael from his grave, and 


he ‘apppated ‘before the astonished king and re- 
talented poetess, Miss E:iza R. Snow Seeretary. vealed write him his’ fatate destiny. Who is to 


There was very numerous attendance at/| tel! whéthtr this woman is of God, end a right- 
the orgamzation of the society andalso at their or whether the power she pcs- 
subsequent meetings of sowe of our mont repre 
by the it easy for us to.say now; 
igent, hamane, philanthrophic, and reapectab'e|| but if we had lived ip her day, which of ts 
ladies; and we are well assured ‘from a knowl-|)could have unraveliedthe mystéry?) 
edge of those pure priaciples ot benevolence Whee hy prophesied, 
that flow spontaneously from their humane, and or by what powet the apostles spcke, and worked 
philantbrophie bosoms, that with the resources could hage told whether the 
they will have’at command they will fly to the} Power imon, the sorcerer was of God, of of 

ad git the devil? There always did mm every age seem 
relief of the stranger, they will pour in oil and| to be lack of intel! ” this 
wine to the wounded heart of the distressed} |i subject.’ Spitite of all kinds have beeh mani- 
they will dry up the tearof the orphan, and make || fested, in evéry age and slmost amongst all peo- 
the widow's heart to rejoice, = ple: if we'go among the Pagans they have 

Our Ladies have always been signalized for their spirits, the Mahomedans, the Jews, the 
but. th Christians, the Indians; alt have their spirits, 

‘ all have @ supernatoral agency; and all contend 
ymel usage that they have received from the! that their spirits are of God. Who shall solve 

: dis Sew || but who is€o do! earned, oquen 
uous manner; yet in the so Ppersecu}i norant. The Heathens will boast of their Gods, 
tions, when the bread has been torn from their|| and of the great things that have been unfo!ded 
help'ess offeprings by their cruel oppressors, by the ir oractes. The Mu an will bovet of 
they have always been ready to open their} his Koran and of the divine cOfMmunications that 

ie pec to divide thei | his progénitors have received, und are receiving. 
doors y traveller, to div Cir scan- The Jews have had numerous ‘instances both 


ty pittance with the hungry; and from their rob- ancient and modern nears them of men who 
bed and impoverished wardrobes, to divide with |} have professed to be inspired and sent to bring 
‘Soo |}about great events, and the Christian worid has 
the more needy and destitute; and now that they not been dow in making-up the namber.. 
are living in a more genial soil, a “Try toe eat whet by? are we'to 
barbarous le, and ‘possess facilities that}try them by ‘the creeds of men? what preposter- 
vinced ‘that with their concentrated cfforts the} the motions and actions of an ett rna! being, 
condition of the sufferrting poor, of stranger I that sre ench,) 
and the fatherless will bo ameliorated. thing that was coneei n ignorance 
We had tho privelege ofbeing present at be‘r/ brought forth in folly.—a cobweb of yesterday. 
organization, and wete much Rae with their | Angels would hide their fuees, and devile wou 
modus and the good order that prevail-|j be astiamned and insulted and would say, **Psul 
ed; they-ure strict! iamentary mn their pro-|/ we know, and Jésus we know, but whoare ye*?’ 
ceedings; and we that they will make} Let each man or society makea creed and try 
pretty good democrats. —Ep. ' evil spirits by. it and the devil woold shake bis 
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ion man 
Methodists, Presbyterians, and others fre- 

quently posséss a spirit that will cause them to 
its operation animation is 
frequently entirely suspended; they consider it 
to be the power of God, and a glorivus maniles- 
Ged,—a manifesiation of whatt— 
ie there any intelligence communicated! are 
the curtains of heaven withdrawn, or the pur- 
poses of God developed? have they seen and 
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= 
sides, it is all that he would ask. a.j that he 
would desire. Yet many of them do this and 
hence *‘many spirits are abroad in the world.’ 
Ope great evil is that men are ignorant of the 
mature of spirits; their power, jaws, govern- 
ment, intelligence &4., and imagine that when 
ing like power, revelation, or vis- 
—heace 


there is any 
ifested that it mast be of God: 


lay down, aad during 


tation from 


l; or have the glories o 


conversed with an an 
eir view? No! 


faturity burst upon 


rent ex 
The 


think that he is governed 
and the Jumper will jum 
kinds of extravagancies, a 


nothing. Is 


own, and what 


and if such ignorance as this is manifes 


visions, and po 


ean point out spirit of the Irvingites with 


their apostles, and prophets, and visions, and 
tongues, and interpretations, &c. &c.; or who 


ean drag into day-light and develope the hidden 
mysteries of the false spirits that eo frequently 
are made manifest among the Latter-Day Saints? 
We onewer that no man can do this without the 
Priesthood, and having a knowledge of the laws 
by which spirits are gov ; for as, *‘no man 
knows the things of God but by the spirit o 
Ged,” so no man knows the spirit of the devil 
and his pewer and influence but by possessin 

intelligence which ie more than human, ah 

having unfolded through the medium of the 
Priesthood the mysterious operations of his de- 
vices: without knowing the angelic form, the 
sanctified look, and gesture, and the zeal that 
ie frequently manifested by him for the glory of 
God:—together with the prophetic spirit, the 


their 
body has been inanimate, the operation of their 
spirit suspended, and all the intelligence that 
ean be obtained from them when they arise, is 
a shout of glory, or hallelujah, or some incohe- 
ion; but they have had ‘the power.” 
will — around on hie heel im- 
lled by eupernatura ncy, or spirit, and 
Hs 4 the spirit of God: 
and enter into all 
rimitive Methodist 
will shout under the influence of that spirit, un- 
til he will rend the heavens with his cries; 
while the Quakers, (or Friends) moved as they 
think by the spirit of God, will sit stilland say 
od the author of al) this? If not 
ef all of it, which does he recognize? surely 
such a heterogenious mass of confusion never 
can enter inte the kingdom of Heaven, Every 
one of these profisses to be competent te try 
his neighbour's spirit, but no one can try his 
v the reason? because they 

have nota key to unlock, no rule wherewith to 
no criterion. whereby they can 
test it; could any one tell the length, breadth, 
or height of a building without a rule? test the 
quality of metals without a criterion, or point 
out the movements of the planetary system with- 
out a knowledge of astronomy! certainly not: 
about 
a spirit of this kind whe can describe an angel 
of light, if Satan should appear as one in glory? 
Who can tell his color, his signg, his appear- 
‘ance, hie glory? or what is the manner of his 
manifestation? Who can detect the spirit of 
the French Prophets, with their revelations, and 
, and manifestations? or who 


‘acious inuvepce, the godly 


holy garb which is so.charaeterigtic of 
proceedings, and‘his' mysterious windings. A 
men must have the discerning of spirits, before 
he can drag into, daylight hellish influence 
and wurifold it unto the world in all its soul de 
stroying, diabolical, and horrid colors: for noth 
ing 1s a injury to the children of mea 
them to be under the influence of a false spiri 
when. they think may have the spirit of 
terrible power, an effects; lo ibgrim 
ages have heen undertaken, 

and pain, misery, and ruin have followed in 
their train; nations have been convulsed, king 
doms overthrown; provinces laid waste, ani 
blood, carnage, and deso!ation are the habile 
ments in which it has been clothed. The Turks, 
the Hindoos, the Jews, the Christians, the In 
dians, in fact all nations have been deceived, im 
posed upon and injured through the mischievous 
effects of false spirits. 

As we have noticed before, the great difficuh 
ty lays in the ignorance of the nature of spirits, 
of the laws by which they are governed, and 
the signs by which they may be known; if it 
requires the spirit of God, to know the thi 
of God, and ‘the spirit of the devil can only 
unmasked through that medium, then it follows 
asa natural corsequencethat unless some per- 
son, oF persons, have a communication or reve 
lation from God, unfoldimg to them the opere 
tion of a they must eternally remain ip 
neraat of these principles:—for I contend that 
ifone man cannot understand these things but 
by the spirit of God, ten thousand men cannot; 
it is alike out of the reach of the wisdom of the 
earned, the tongue of the eloquent, and the 

wer of the mighty. And we shall at las 

ave to come to this conclusion, whatever we 
may think of revelation, that without it we can 
neither krrow, nor understand any thing of God, 
or the devil; and however unwilling the world 
may be to acknowledge this principle, i¢ is evi- 
demt from the multifarious creeds and notions 
concerning this. matter, that they understand 
nothing of this principle, and it is equally as 
plain that without a divine communication they 
must remein in ignorance. The world always 
mistook false prophets for true ones, and those 
that were sent of God they considered to be 
false prophets; and hence they killed, stoned, 
punished and imprisoned the true prophets, and 
they hed to hide themeslves ‘*in deserts, and 
dens, and caves of the earth ;” and although the 
most honorable men of the earth, they banished 
them from their society as vagabonds; whilst 
they cherished, honored, and supported knaves, 
vagabonds, hypocrites, imposters and the be- 
sest of men. | 

A man must have the discerning of spirits es 
we before stated to anderstand these things, and 
how is he to obtain this giftif there are no gifts 
of the spiritt And how can these gifts be ob- 
tained without revelation!—‘*Christ ascended 
into heaven and gave gifteto men,.... . ‘‘and 
he gave some apostles, and some prophets, and 
some evanganem and some rs and teacb- 
ers.” And how were aposties, prophets, ps 
tors, teachers, aud evangelists chosen’ by 
“prophesy (revelation) ahd by laying on.of 
hands:”—by a divine eommunicatiog, and a di- 
vinely appointed erdinance—threugh the medi 
um of the priesthood, organized according 
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body and spirit, | would just remark that the 
spirita of men are eternal, that they are govern- 
ed by the same priesthood that Abraham, Mel- 
, and consequently were enabled to unlock, || chizedec, and the aposties were; that they are 
and unravel all things pertaixfing to the gov-|| organized according 4d that priesthood which is 
ermment of the church, the welfare of society, | everlasting, ‘without beginaing of days or end 
the future destiny of men, and the agency,} of years’—that they all move in their respective 
power, and influence of spirits; for they could || epheres, and are governed by the law of = 
control them at pleasure, bid them depart in} that when they appear upon earth they are iva 
the name of Jesus, and detect their mischievous} probationary state, and are preparing if right 
and mysterious operations when trying to paim|| eous, for a future and a greater glory :—that 
themselves upon the church in a religious garb, |i the spirits of good men cannot interfere with 
and militate against the imterest of the church,fithe wicked beyond their prescribed bounds; 
and the spread of truth—we read that they||forMichael the archangel dared not bring a 
“cast ovt devils in the name of Jesus,” and railing accusation against the devil, but said 
when a woman possessing the spirit of divine-| the Lord rebuke thee Satan.” 
tion cried before Paul and Bilas ‘these are the}, 1+ would seem aleo’ that wicked spirits have 
their bounds, limits, and laws by which they 
are governed or controlled, and know their fu- 
ture destiny; hence those that were in the ma 
} Niac said to our Saviour, ‘tart thou come to tor 
ment us befere the time:’—and when Satan 
presented himself before the Lord among the 
sons of God, he said thathe came ‘*from going 
to and fro in the earth, and from wandering 
and down in it; and he is emphatically call 

the prince of the power of the air; and itis 
very evident that they possess a power that 
j}none but those who have the priesthood can 
control, agswe have before adverted to in the 
case of the sons of Sceva. 

Having said so much upon general pritlelptes 
without referring to the peculiar situation, 

ower, and influence of, the magicians of 

gypt, the wizards, and witches of the Jews, 
the oracles of the Heathen; their necromancers, 
soothsayers, and astrologers; the maniacs or 
those essed of devils in,the apostles’ days, 
we will notice and try to detect (ro far as we 
have the scriptures for our aid) some few in- 
stances of the developement of false spirits in 
more modern times, aud in this our gay. 


‘The “French Prophets,” were possessed of 
a spirit that deceived; they existed in Vivaris, 
Dauphiny in great numbers in the 
1688, there were many boys, and girls from 
seven to twenty-five; they had strange fits 
as in tremblings, and faintings, which made 
them stretch out their legs ond arms as in a 
discerning of spirits,” all these proceeded from || swoon; they remained awhile in trances and 
the same spirit of God, and were the giftsof|| coming out of them uttered all that came into 
God. The Ephesian church were enabled by || their mouths. [See Buck’s Theological Diction- 
this principle ‘to try those that said they were|| ary.] Now never had any prophets that 
sposties, and were not and found them liars.”||acted in this way; there was nothing indec- 

. ii, 2. orous in the proceeding of the Lord’s prophets 

In tracing the thing to the foundation, and||in any age; neither bad the apostles, nor proph- 
looking at it philosophically we shall find a ve-|| ets in the apostles’ pe any thing of this kind. 
id material difference between the body and/|j Paul says ‘ye y all prophesy ong by one ;— 

¢ spirit:—the body is to be organ-/|j and if any thing be revealed’ angther let the 
ized matter, and the spirit by many is thought || firet hold his peace, for the smrit of ‘the arene. 
to be’ immaterial, without substance. ith | is subject to the prophets,” but here we find that 
this latter statement we should beg leave to dif-|| the prophets are subject to the spirit, and falling 
fer—and state that spirit isa substance; that it |}down have twitchings, tamblings, and faintings, 
is material, but that it is more pure, elastic, and ||through the ipfluence of that spirit; being en- 
refined matter than the body;—that it existed |jly under its control. Paul says “let every 
before the body, can exist in the body, and will ching be done decently and in order;” bat 
exist separate from the body, when the body |/ here we find the greatest disorder and indecency 
will be mouldering in the dust; and will in the/] in the conduct of both men, and women, asa- 
recurrection be again united with it. Without|| bove described. The same rule would apply to 
attempting to describe this mysterious connex- || the falling, twitehiggs swooning, shaking, and 
ton and the laws that govern the body and spir-|jtrances of many of our modern revivalists. 
it of man; their relationship to each other, and|} Joannah Southcot professed to be a prophet 
the design of God in relation to the human“ es3 and wrete a soak of prophesies in 1804: 


the order ot Gow, by divine appointment. The 
ostles in ancient times held the keya of this} 


the mysteries of the kingddm ef 


priesthood, in different ages. Moses could de- 
tect the magicians’ power and shew that he 
was God’s servant, he knew when he was upon 
the mountain (through revelation,) that Israel 
was engaged in idolatry; he could develope the 
sin of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, detect 
witches and wizardein theit proceedings, and 
point out the true prophets of the Lord. Josh- 
ua knew how to detect the man who had stolen 
the wedge of goid and the Babylonish garment, 
Michaiah could point out the false spirit by 
which the four hundred prophets were govern- 
ed; and if his adviee had been taken, many 
lives would have been red, 2, Chron. 
xviii, 18. Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel and many other prophets possessed this 
power. Our Saviour, the apostles, and even 
the members of the church were endowed with 
this gift, for says Pau! t, Cor. xiii, **tg one is 
given the gift of tongues, to another the inter- 
pretation of tongues, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophesy, to another the 
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she becume the founder of a people that ere 
now oxtant; she was to bring forth in a place 
appointed a son that was to be the Messiah, 
which thing 
this however, where do we read of a woman 
‘that was the founder of a church in. the word ef 
God? Paul told the women in his day “to kee 
silencoim the church, and thatif they wish 
to know anyfthing to’ask their husbands at 
bome;”’ he would not suffera woman “to rule, 
orto usurp autborityin the church;” but here 
we find a woman the founder of a church, the 
revelator and guide, the Al and Omega, 
contrary to all acknowledged rule, principle. 
and order. | 
Jemimah Wilkinson, was another prophetess 
that figured largely in America inthe last cen- 
tury. She stated that she was takensick and 
died, and that her soul went to heaven where 
it still continues. Soon after her body was re- 
animated with the spirit and power of Christ, 
upon which she set up asa public teacher and 
declared she had an immediate revelation. Now 
the ecriptures positively assertthat**Christ is 
the firet fruit, afterwards those that are Christs 
ef his coming; then cometh the end.” Bnt Je- 
inimah, accordiug to her testimony died, and 
rose again before the time mentioned in the 


scriptures. The idea of her soul. being in 


heeven while her body wae on eayh is also pre- 
postcrous; when God breathed into man‘s nos 
trils he became a living soul, before that he did 
not live, and when that was taken away his 
body died; and se did our Saviour when the 
spirit left the body; nor did his body live until 
his spirit returmed in the power of big resurrec- 
tion: but, Mrs. Wilkinson’s soul, [life] wasin 
heaven and ber body without the soul & life} 
eartH, living [without the soul, or] without 
ite. 

The Irvingites, are a people that have coun- 
terfeited the truth perhaps the nearest of any 
of our modern sectarians; they commenced 
nboutten yearsago in the city of London in 
England. They have churches formed in vari- 


‘ous parts of Engiand and Scotland and some 


few in Upper Canada. Mr. Irving their foun- 
der was a learned and talented minister of the 
church of Scotisnd; he was a great logician, 
and a powerful orator; but withal wild and en- 
thusiastic in his views. Moving in the higher 


circles, and possessing talent and zeal, placed 


him in a situation to become a conspicuous 
character, and to raise up a society similar to 
that which ss called after his name. 

The Irvingites have apostles, prophets, par- 
tors. teachers, evangelisis, and angels. They 
profess to have the gift of tongues and the in- 
tprpretation of tongues: and in some fow in- 
stances tothe giftof healing. 

The first prophetic spirit that was manifested 
wasin some Miss Campbells, that Mr. Irving 
met with whileon a journeyin Scotland; they 
had [what is termed among their a ect,] **utter- 
nnees;"—which were evicently ,of a supernat- 
ural agency. Mr. Irving fallingin’o the com- 
mon errorof considering all euperoatural man- 
ifestations to be of God; took them to London 
with him, and introduced them into his church. 

They there were honored as the prophetesses 
of God, and when they spoke Mr. Irving, or 
any of his ministers had to keep silence; they 
were peculiarly wrought upon before the con- 
gregation, and had strange uttcrances, uttered 


nas failed. Independent of: 


w:than unnatural, shrill voice and with thrilling 
intonations; ey frequently made use of a few 
broken unconfected sentences that wete am. 
incoherent, and incomprehensible; 
other times they were morte clearly under. 
stood. They would frequently ery out, *“There 
is iniquity! There is iniquity!’ And Mr, Ir. 
ving has been led under the influence of this 
charge to fall down upon his knees before the 

ublic cengregation and to confess his sin, not 
les whether he had sinned, nor wherein: 
nor whether the thing referred to him, or some 
body else. During these operations the bodies 
of the persons speaking were powerfully 
wrought upon, their countenances were div 
sorted, they had frequent twitchings in their 
hands, and the whole system was powerfully 
convulsed at intervals; they sometimes hower- 
er (it is supposes ) spoke in correct tongues, and 
had true interpretations. 

Under the influence of this spirjt the church 
was organized by these women: apostles, proph- 
ets, &c., were soon called, and a systematic or- 
der of things introduced, as obove mentioned. 
A Mr. Baxter (afterwards one of the vrincipal 
prophets) upon going into one of their meetings, 
says, I saw a power manifested and thought 
that it was the power of God, and asked that i: 
might fall -_— me; it did so and | began to 
prophesy. Eight or nine years ago, they had 
about sixty preachers going through the aire 
of London, testifying that London wes to 
the place where the ‘two witnesses,’ spoken of 
by John was to prophesy: that (they) ‘the 
hte and the spirit? were the witnesses, end 
that at the end of three years and a half thers 
was to be an earthquake and great destruction, 
and our saviour wasto come. Their 
were collected together at the appointed time 
watching the event; but Jesus did not come, 
and the prophesy was then ambiguously ex- 
plained away. They frequently had 
given them by the spirit, to prove to them that 
what was manifested to them should take place. 
Mr. Baxter related an impression that he had 
concerning achild. It was manifested to him 
that be should visit the child, and lay hands 
upon it, and that it should be healed :—and to 

rove tohim that this was of God,he should meet 

is brother in a certain place who should speak 
unto him certain words; his brother addressed 
him precisely in the way and manner that the 
designated; the sign toek place, 
—but when he laid his hands on the child it 
did not recover. I cannot vouch for the av- 
thority of the last statement eas Mr. Baxter at 
that time had left the Irvingites, but it is inae- 
cordance with many of their proceedings, antl 
the thing never has been attempted to be denied. 

It may be asked where is theré any thing in 
all this thatis wrong? 

ist. The church was organized 
and ‘God placed in the chureh : 
secondarily prophets: and not fired women; but 
Mr. Irving placed in his church first women; 

ly apostles; and the church was found 

edand organized by them. A woman has no 

right to found or organize a church; God néver 
sent them to do it. wf 

2nd. Those women would speak.-in the midst 

of a meeting and rebuke Mr. Irving, orany 


the church: now the scriptere positively says, 
‘thou shalt not rebuke en eldor, but entreat 


bim asa father;’ not only this but they frequent 
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ly ed the brethren, thus placing them- 
vl in the seat of satan who is emphatically 
eatted the accuser of the brethren.’ 

$rd. Mr. Boxter received the spirit on asking 
fer it without attending to the érdinances, and 
began to prophesy, whereas the ecriptural way 
of attaining the gift of the Holy Ghost is by 
baptism, and by laying on of hands. 

4th. As we have stated i@regard to others 
the spiritof the prophets, ste eubject to the 
prophets; but those: prophets were sabject to 
the spirits; the spirit controlling their bodies at 
pleasure. 

But it may be asked how Mr. Baxter could 

a sign froma second person! To this we 
would answer that Mr. Baxter’s brother was 
under the influence of the same spirit as him- 
self; and being subject to that spirit, he could 
be easily made to speak to Mr. Baxter whatev- 
er the spirit should dictate; but there was not 
power in the spirit to heal the child. 

Again it may be asked how it was that they 
could epeak in tongués if tney were of the dev- 
iit We would answer that they could be made 
‘ospeak in another tongue as well os in their 
own gs they were under the control of that spir- 
i, and the devil can tempt the Hottentot, the 
Turk, the Jew, or any other nation; and if these 
men were under the influence of his spirit they 
of course could speck Hebrew, Latin, Greek, 
Italian, Dutch, or any other Language that the 
devil knew. 

Some will eay ‘try the spirits’ by the word. 
‘Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
fesh is notof God.’ Johniv, 2,3. One of the 
irvingites once quoted this passage whilst un- 
der the influence of a epirit, and then said, *! 
confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.’ 
And yet these prophesics failed, their Messiah 
did not come; and the great things spoken of 
by them have fallen tothe ground. What is 
the matter here? did not the apostle speak the 
truth? certainly he did—but he spoke toa peo- 
sle who were under the penalty of death, the 
moment they embraced christianity ; and no one 
without a knowledge of the fact would confess 
itand expose themselves to denth: and this 
was consequently given as@ criteriam to the 
church or churches to which John wrote. But 
the devil on a certatn occasion cried out, ‘I 
know thee who thou artthe ‘Holy one of God’ 
Here wasa frank ocknowledgement under oth- 
ercircumstanees,—that ‘Jesus had come in the 
flesh.’ On another occasion the devil said ‘Paul 
we know, and Jesus we know;’ of course come 
in the flesh. Noman nor set of men without 
the regular constituted authorities, the priest- 
hood and discerning of spirits ean tell true, fram 
‘alse epirits. T'his-power they in the 
epoatleg? day, but it has departed from the world 
or ages, 

The church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Samts have. also had their false spirits; and as 


it is made up of all those different sects profes- |} 


ung every variety of opinion, and having been 
under the influence of so many kitids of spirits, 
it is notto be wondered at if there should be 
famd amonget us false spirits. 

Soon after the gospel was eptabliehed in Kirt- 
lend, and during the absence of the authorities 
of the church, many false. spirita were introdu- 
sed, many strange sisions were seen, and wild’ 


}uproot an 


alive. 


enthusiasticfnotions wereentertained; men r 


of doors under‘the influence of this spirit, 


and some of them got upon the stumps of trees 
and shouted, and all kinds of extravagances 
were entered into by them: one man pursued a 
bail that he said he sew flying in the air, until 
he came to a precipi¢e when he jumped into the 
top of a tree which saved his life, and many ri- 
diculous things were entered into, calculated 
to bring disgrace upon the ehurch of God; to 
cause;the spirit ef God to be withdrawn; and to 
destroy those glorious principles 
which had been developed for the salvation of 
the human family. But when the authorities 
returned the spirit was made manifest, those 
members that were exercised with it were tried 
for,their fellowship; and those that would not 
repent and foreake it were cut off. Ata subse- 
quent period a Shaker epirit was on the point of 
being, introduced, and at another time the 
Methodist and Presbyterian falling-down pow- 
er; but the spirit was rebuked, and put down, 
and those who wotld not submit to rule and 
good order, were disfellowshipped. We have 
also had bretheren and sisters who have had 
the gift of tongues falsely: they would, speak 
in a muttering, unnatural voice, and their bod- 
ies be distorted like the Irvingites before allu- 
ded to; whereas; there is nothing unnatural! in 
the spiritjof God. A circumatance of this kind 
took place in Upper Canada, but was rebuked 
by the presiding elder~zenother, a woman near 
the same place professed to have the discerning 
of spirits, and begun to accuse another sister of 
things that she was net guilty of, which she 
said she knew was so by the spirit,—but was 
afterwards proven to be false—she placed her- 
self in the capacity ofthe ‘accuser of the breth- 
ren’—-and no person through the discerning of 
spirits can bring a charge against another, they 
must be proven guilty by positive evidence, or 
they stand clear. 


There have also becn ministering angels in 
the church which were of satan appearing as’ 
an angel of light:—A sister in the State of New 
York had a vision who said it was told her that 
if she would go to a certain place in the woods 
an angel would appear to her,—she went at the 
appointed time and saw a glorious personage 
descending arrayed in white, with sandy col- 
oured hair; he commenced and told her to fear 
God and said that her husband was called to do 
great things, but that he must not go more than 
one hundred miles from home or he would not — 
return; wherens God had called him to go to the 
ends of the earth; and le has since been more 
than one thousand miles from home, and is yet 

Many true things were spoken oy is 
ersonage and many things that were false.— 
ow it may be asked was this known to be.a 

bad angel? by the colorof his hair; that is one 
of the signa that he can be known by, and by 
his contradicting a formeg revelation. 


_ We have also had brethren and sisters that 
have had written revelations, and have started 
forward to lead this church. Such was 
young boy in Kirtland —Isaac Ruasell of Mov 
Bishop, and Oliver Olney of Nau- 
veo, The boy is now living with hia parente, 

who have submitted to the laws of the churth. 

Mr. Russell stayedin Far West, from whénee 


he was to go to the Rocky mountains, led by 
three Nephites, but the Nephites never cam 9). 
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and his friends forsook him all but some of, delivered f . 
his blood relations, who have since been nearly a rom the enemy which held me 


destroyed by the mob. Mr. Bishop was tried 
by the high council his papers examined, con- 


|bound. When the light rested upon mg 
| [ saw tvo personages 


(whose brigitness 


demned, and burned, and he cut off from thejjand glory defy all description) standin 


church; he acknowledged the justice of the 
decision and said “that he now saw his error; 
for if he had have been governed by the revela- 
tions given before he might have known that 
po man was to write revelation. for the church 
but Joseph Smith,” and begged to be prayed 
forand forgiven by the brethren... Mr. Olney 
has also been tried by the high council, and 
disfellowshiped because he would not have his} '”* 
writings tested by the word of Ged; evidently |j join. 


above rne'in the air. One of them spake 
unto me, calling me by name, and said, 
(pointing to the ather,) ‘‘This is my be. 
loved Son, hear fim.” 

7 object in going to enquire of the 
Lord was to know which of ali the sects 
was right? that 1 might know which to 
o sooner therefore did I get pos. 


roving that he loves darkness rather thanfisession of myself, 80 8s to be able to speak, 


ight because his deeds are evil. Ed 


VIEWS OF THE LIBERAL. 


Gen. Bennett’s Mother writes him 

as follows, under date ofFeb. 25, A. D. 
1842; to wit: 

will however remark, that I feel 
much solicitude for the prosperity of your 
church, as I trust you are building on 
the rock Christ Jesus, whichis a sure 
foundation, and nothing will be suffered 
to prevail against it,— 1 sincerely hope 
that the days of her persecutions have 
by, and that henceforth she will | the power thereo 


ave peace throughout her borders.’ 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
( Continued.) 


than I asked the personages who stood 
above me in the light, which of all the 
sects was right, (for at this time it had 
never entered into my heart that all were 
wrong,) and which I should join. I was 
answered that I must join none of them, 
for they were all wrong, and the person- 
age who addressed me said that all their 
creeds were an abomination in his sight; 
that those professors were all corrupt, 
they draw near to me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me; they teach 
for doctrine the commandments of men, 
having a form of godliness, but they deny 

a He again forbade 
me to join with any of them: and many 
other things did he say unto me which | 
cannot write at this time. When I came 
to myself again I found myself laying on 


“After I ‘had retired into the place} my back, looking up into heaven. Some 


where | had previously designed to go, ||few’ days after 


had this vision, I hap- 


having looked around me and finding my- || pened to be in company with one of the 
self alone, | kneeled down and began to|j methodist preachers who was very active 


offer up the desires of my heart to God. 


I had scarcely done so when immediately 
] was seized upon by some power which 
entirely overcome me, and had such as- 
tonishing influence over me as to bind my 


in the before mentioned religious excite- 
ment, and conversing with him on the 
subject of religion I took occasion to give 
him an account of the vision which I had 
had. I was greatly surprised at his behav- 


“tongue so that I could not speak. Thick}jior, he treated my communication not on- 
darkness gathered around me and it seem- |ily lightly, but with 


reat contempt, say- 


ed to me for a time as if | were doomed |jing it was all of the devil, that there was 
to sudden destruction. But exerting all|/no such thing as visions or revelations in 
my powers to call upon God to deliver me}|these days; that all such things had ceas 


. out of the power of this enemy which|jed with the apostles, and that there never 
had seized upon me, and at the very mo-|| would be any more of the 


m. I soon found 


ment when | was ready to sink into des-|| however that my telling the story had ex- 


pair and abandon myself to destruction, 
not to an imaginary #uin, but to the pow- 
er of some actual being from the unseen 


world who had such a marvelous power} 


as | had never before felt in any being. 
Just at this moment of great alarm, | saw 
a pillar, of light exactly over my heed, 
above the brightness of the sun; which 


It no sooner appeared than 


* 


descended gradually until it fell upon me.|/standing would take notice su 


cited a great deal of prejudice against me 
among professors of religion and was the 
cause of great perseqution which contin 
ued to increase, and though [ was an ob- 
scure boy only between fourteen and fif- 
teen years of age and my circumstances 


in life such as to make a boy of no con-, 


uence in the world; yet men ef high 
ient to 


publie mind against me, and 
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create a hot persecution,, and this was 
common among all the sects: all united 
to persecute me. I: has often caused me 
serious reflection both then and since, 
how very strange it was that an obscure 
boy ofa little over fourteen years of age, 
and one too who was dGoomed to the ne- 
cessity of obtaining a scanty maintain- 
ance by his dgily labor, should be thought 
a character of sufficient importance to 
attract the attention of the great ones of 
the most popular secis of the day, so as 
to create in them.a spirit. of the hottest 
persecution and reviling.' But strange or 
not, so it was, and was often cause of 
tsorrow to myself. However it was 
nevertheless a fact that [ had had a vision. 
I have thought since that I felt much like 
Paul when he made his defence be- 


' fore King Aggrippa and related the ac- 


count of :he vision he had when he ‘saw 
a light and heard a voice,” but stilt there 
were but few who believed, him; some 
said he was dishorest, others said he was 
mad; and he was ridiculed, and reviled; 
but all this did not destroy the reality of 
his vision. He had seen a vision, he 
knew he had, and ull the persecution un- 
der heaven could not make it otherwise, 
and though they should persecute him 
unto death, yet he knew and would know 
onto his latest breath that he had both 
seen a light, and heard a' voice speaking 
to him, and all the World could not 
make him think or believe otherwise.— 
So it was with mc, | had actually seen a 
light, and4n the midst of that light I saw 
two personages, and they did in reality 
speak unto me, or one of them did; and 
though I was hated and persecuted for 
saying that | had seen a vision yet it was 


true, and while they were persecuting 


me, reviling me and speaking all manner 
of evil against me falsely for so saying, 
I was led to say in my heart, why perse- 
cute for telling the truth! 1 have actual- 
ly seen a vision, and ‘*‘whoam that | 
can withstand God,’’ or why does the 
world think to make me deny what I have 
actually seen, for 1 had seen a visjon; I 
knew it, and I knew that God knew it, 
and I could not deny it, neither dare | 
do it; at least | knew that by so doing | 
would offend God and come under con- 
demnation. 1 had now got my mind sat- 
ised so far as the sectarian world was 
con®erned, that it was not my duty to join 
with any of them, but continue as I was 
until further directed; 1 had found the 


testimony of James to be true, that a man 
who lacked wisdom might ask of God, 
and obtain and not be upbraided. I con-, 
tinued to pursue my common avocations 
in life untitthe twenty first of September, 
One thousand eight hundred and twenty 
three, all the time suffering severe perse- 
cution a: the hands of all classes of men, 
both religious and irreligious because | 
continued to affirm that I had seen a vis- 
ion. During the space of here in- 
tervened between the time I the vis- 
ion, and the year eighteen hundred and 
twenty three, (having been forbidden to 
join any of the religious sects o° the day, 
and being of very tender years, and pur- 
secuted by those who ought to have been 
my friends, and to have treated me kind- 
ly and if they supposed me to be deluded 
to have endeavored in a proper and affec- 
tionate manner to have reclaimed me, I 
was left to all kinds of temptations, and 
mingling with all kinds of society, I fre- 
quently fell into many foolish errors and 
displayed the weakness of youth and the 
vorruption of human nature, which I om 
sorry to say led me into divers tempta- 
tions, to the gratification of many appetites 
offensive in the sight of God. In conse- 
quence of these things I often felt con- 
demned for my weakness, and imperfee- 
tions; when on the evening of the above 
mentioned twenty first of September, af- 
ter 1 had retired’to my bed for the night, 
I betook myself to prayer and supplica- 
tion to almighty God for forgiveness of 
all my sins and follies, and also for a 
manifestation to me, that 1 might know 
of my state and standing before him: for 
[ had full confidence in obtaining a divine 
manifestation as I had previously had 


one. 
(To be continued. ) 


From the (Columbus,) Advocate. 
NAUVOO AND THE MORMONS. 
Mr. Epitor:— 

Having recently had occasion to 
visit the city of Nauvoo, | cannot per- 
mit the opportunity to pass, without ex- 
pressing the agreeable disappointment 
that awaited me there. I had supposed 
from what | had previousiy heard, that | 
should witness an impoverished, ignorant 
and bigoted population, completely priest 
ridden and ly raitignd over by Joseph 
Smith, the great prophet of these people. 
On the costrary, to my surprise, | saw'a 


people apparently happy, prosperous, and 
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